Regional Foresight Association


Questionnaire regarding the Regional Foresight-Association

Please state your

	Name 
	

	Organisation
	     

	e-mail
	     


	Please indicate which functions apply to you (Please tick)

	Scientist
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Project Manager
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Politician
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public employee
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Engineer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Business consultant
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Management
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Private employee
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Economist
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Economy agent
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



What do you recommend as goals for the Regional Foresight Association?

	1.      
	3.      

	2.      
	4.      


What do you expect the Foresight Association to do/ to provide?

(e.g. sending a newsletter, helping in doing foresights, providing information on relevant topics, presenting foresight results...)

	
	Importance

High
Low
	
	Importance

High
Low

	Newsletter 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information on subsidies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	contact agency 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Workshops
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Foresight Results
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Best practice database
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Exchange of experience
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Development of methods
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Consulting by experts
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Training
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 



Would you be willing to demonstrate your support for the Regional Foresight Association (please tick)

	by a membership
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	using services
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	providing services
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	none
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



In your opinion, which benefits does foresight have for the participants Regional Foresights?

	
	In my expectation
	In my experience

	New contacts
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Information for strategic planning
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Finding Co-operation partners
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Opinion exchange
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Experience exchange
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	New ideas
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Fun
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Flexible thinking
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Creativity 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Future trends
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Thank you very much!

Please feel free to pass this questionnaire to other interested parties like e.g. foresight practitioners, politicians or other decision makers.

Motivation and basic ideas for a Regional Foresight Association

Most foresight activities are located on the national or even European level. However, foresight activities are in urgent demand on the regional level: Innovation research has resulted in the detection that economic and social development is contingent on regional structures and activities. As much as global, international and national policies and conditions shape and penetrate regional activities, regional responses to these challenges determine the fate, quality and speed of regional development. Although trade and communication have been truly globalized, vicinity and local familiarity still play a major role when it comes to providing flexible services to customers and to marketing high-reliability products. Regions can not necessarily compete with low-labour-cost countries on mass production markets. Global and international competitiveness depends increasingly on the regional strengths and peculiarities that need to be marketed regionally and globally. Regions are the engines for innovation, market success and job creation, and therefore have the potential to develop a stronger feeling of identity and strategic vision of its present and future path to prosperity. 

The Center of Technology Assessment has been active in organising and developing a network of regional foresight practitioners. The main objective is to initiate a dialogue among those who organise, conduct, participate in and sponsor foresight activities. Currently, more than 300 interested researchers and practitioners are registered in a database, which partly already contains information on their expertise and special interests. 

The participants of the conference on “Europe’s Regions Shaping the Future – The Role of Foresight”, voiced a strong interest in a practical and comprehensive guidance document (in virtual as well as in written form) for methodology and practical approaches and on participatory processes. In addition to the guidance document, there should be programs that supplement the exchange of knowledge and practical experience between practitioners of different regions and countries (e.g. similar to the Marie Curie actions). These training and learning opportunities could include summer schools with young scientists and foresight actors, post-graduate courses at universities or training institutions, and regular workshops where experienced foresight analysts may meet interested parties from other regions that have not conducted foresight activities in the past. In addition, expert groups could be called in to evaluate the progress made and to lay out improved designs for foresight activities. Special training opportunities should be provided for organizers and moderators, and suggestions for sponsor stimulation should be given.

The experts database, knowledge exchange and information on training and learning opportunities, as well as a newsletter service, online conferences and chat-rooms etc., are envisioned by an Internet-based foresight platform. By means of this platform, the Regional Foresight Association should also provide a solid common knowledge base for building regional scenarios or to assess market potentials and a source of experiences and practices. Therefore, a case study databank can play a catalytic role for establishing successful innovation initiatives, monitor their performance through benchmarking and suggest improvements and changes in the course of implementation. The case study databank should contain cases sorted by criteria like themes or countries. 

Integrating the results of such an Internet platform to specific regional development plans could make best use of the European dimension without sacrificing the regional identity, thus developing European unity through diversity. Also, inclusion of regional stakeholders has the potential to enhance strength of the European Union through excellence by decentralized powers. Of course, networking of regional actors across regions should also build links to national and European Foresight activities.
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